
CARNIVAL POSTERS:  Part I, Carnival Composite (Photoshop) 
Computer Art, grades 9-12 
By Janet Taylor 
 
Objective:  Students will combine various images using Photoshop Tools and Filters in order 
to create a visual story about their alter-ego.   
 
Motivation/Anticipatory Set:  Students will see images of combined surrealism and 
carnival shows.  Students will write a narrative story about their carnival composite, while 
investigating extensions of their own identity. 

 
Materials: 
Powepoint Presentation (attached) 
Computer (that has PP) 
Projector 
Projector Screen 
Photoshop 
Use of online galleries to collect images 
Printer/Paper 

 
Activity: 
Day One: Teacher will begin class by reminding students that they must have their Celebrity 
Spawn projects saved in their folders within the first 5 minutes of class (or they will be counted 
late with points deduction).  Teacher will introduce the Carnival Project by handing out the Intro 
Packet (attached).  Teacher will connect the previous project and types of skills learned linking to 
application with this new project.  Teacher will show images (PP) of carnival side-show people, 
events, and animals as examples, and discuss the historical background to these images.  
Teacher will connect the idea of using these historic posters as inspiration, but that their projects 
will have a modern twist inspired by the student’s aesthetic.  Teacher will explain the Brainstorm 
Worksheet and discuss how to use this in preparation for the Rough Draft due day 3. 
 
Homework:  Image Collection.  Brainstorm Worksheet to be handed out- students will begin to 
brainstorm for rough draft due day 3. 
 
Day Two:  Studio day.  Students will spend the class collecting images and beginning to “splice” 
them together.  Teacher will remind students to think about the Principles and Elements of Design 
when creating their image.  Half way through the class period, the teacher will demonstrate 
Grouping Techniques, as well as review Photoshop tools and techniques based on feedback from 
students’ previous project.  Teacher will remind students that the Rough Draft of their Narrative 
Story is due on day 3.  Teacher will explain expectations of the rough draft. 
 
Homework:  Image collection.  Rough Draft Narrative Story due tomorrow. 
 
Days Three and Four:  Studio day.  Students will hand in their Brainstorm Worksheet at the 
beginning of class.  Students will continue working on their Carnival Composites.  Teacher may 
demonstrate and review tools or techniques.  Teacher will hand out the Reflection handout 
(attached) on Day Three.   
 
Homework: Reflection( due day six). 
 
Day Five:  Studio day.  Students will continue working on their Carnival Composites.  Teacher 
will remind students that the project AND reflection are due at the end of the class period on day 
six.  Teacher will remind students that it is in their best interest to have their FINAL DRAFT of 
Narrative Concept Story finished before the beginning of class on day 6, but it is due at the EOC 



on day 6 regardless (with Rough draft stapled to the backside). 
 
Homework:  Composites, Reflection, and Final Draft (along with Rough Draft) are due EOC 
tomorrow. 
 
Day Six:  Studio day.  Students will finish up their Carnival Composites and Reflections due at 
the end of the class period. 
 

Evaluation:  
Brainstorming Worksheet (Conceptual Story) 
Carnival Composite Evaluation (Technical, Artistic, Reflection) 
Reflection  
Critique 
 

 
State Goal 25.A.4:  Analyze and evaluate the effective use of elements, principles and 
expressive qualities in a composition in visual arts.   
 
 
 



CARNIVAL COMPOSITE 
 

In this assignment, you will be creating the first part of your Carnival Poster.  You 
will be practicing and honing the skills you’ve already learned in Photoshop, as 
well as learning some more advanced techniques and tools, in order to create a 
fantastical new YOU:  The Side-Show You!  Along with this new side-show you, 
you can be in an event, a unique person, or crazy animal.  Eventually, you will be 
introduced to Illustrator, where you will develop your Side-Show Creature/Event 
into a descriptive and illustrative poster.  How exciting! 
 
Requirements: 
 
Your Photoshop Canvas must be 8” x 10” in size  

-Either in portrait or landscape layout 
 
This new Composite must be a representation (or non-representation) of yourself 
in some way and will be discussed in your short story.   
 
You must use a photo of yourself (or part of yourself) within the image.   
 What do you imagine as your Other Self?  The Side-Show Self?? 
  - Are you the Animal Trainer/Rider? 
  - Are you the Tattooed man/woman? 
  - Are you the Knife Thrower? 
  - Does the animal have your head? 
   
You must incorporate a background setting. 
 
You must incorporate at least FIVE (5) images to create your Composite. 
 
Your complete image must be cohesive. 

-Think of surrealism… this event, person, or animal must seem as though 
it could be real, and existing within its environment.   

 
You must save all your images in your file.  You must save your completed 
project as:  YourName_Carnival.PSD 
 
You must label all of your GROUPS. (We will discuss this in class.) 
 
You must remember your Elements and Principles of Design.  You must use at 
least FOUR (4) in your design, and be able to clearly identify what they are and 
where you have used them (in your reflection).   
 

DUE DATE:  THURSDAY, APRIL 1st   
at the END OF CLASS (EOC) 



CARNIVAL COMPOSITE: CONCEPTUAL BRAINSTORMING 
 

Write a one-page narrative story about your Carnival Composite. 
Use this brainstorming worksheet the help you focus your ideas and 
thoughts. 

 
Rough Draft DUE:  Monday, MARCH 29th, BOC 

Final Draft DUE:  Thursday, APRIL 1st, EOC 
 

 
What kind of Carnival Composite are you interested in creating?  Will it be a 
fantastical person, event, or animal? 
 
Why are you interested in this type of Composite?   
 
What types of “pieces” will you work with to create your Composite?  Describe 
the “pieces” that make this an unique Composite. 
 
Would you pay money to go see your Composite in action? 
 
How would you promote your Composite?   
 
What’s the Composite’s background?  Where did he/she/it come from?  How did 
it develop this special and unique skill?  How did he/she/it become the animal or 
person he/she/it is?   
 
What is it like to be this person or animal? 
 
What do people think of when they see this person or animal? 
 
What types of environment did this person/animal live in?  What kind of 
environment is it in now (Circus? Carnival? Museum or zoo?)?  How does 
he/she/it like the changes in his/her/its environment? 
 
We have explored historic Side Show people, what about now in modern times?  
 
How does the new Composite relate to you or your personality?  How are you 
part of this composite?   
 
What elements can be can be incorporated to illustrate your Composite’s 
personality?  (Ex.  If you are Hurricane Harriet, and you’re able to, let’s say, spin 
so fast to create a massive storm, perhaps you also have crazy hair that swirls 
around you…)



CARNIVAL COMPOSITE:  Evaluation 
NAME:   
Class Period: 
Date: 
Below is your evaluation form for this assignment.  You can use this as a 
checklist before handing in your completed Carnival Composite.   

 
 
Technical: Points 

Worth 
Points 
Received 

Saving/Format: All of the images you used to create your composite 
are saved in your file. 

4  

 All images are labeled appropriately. 4  

 Your composite is a PSD file and is 8”x10” landscape 
or portrait layout.  

4  

 All groups are labeled and organized appropriately. 4  

Tools: Your composite shows that you have a confident and 
correct understanding of the Photoshop tools and 
techniques discussed in class. 

4  

    

TOTAL POINTS (Technical) 20  

Notes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artistic: Points 

Worth 
Points 
Received 

Appearance: The composite looks as though it is a unified 
creature; the “pieces” that make up the creature are 
combined so that they look unified and blended. 

5  

 Your composite looks like it belongs in the 
background you placed it in.  If the background is in a 
different style, there must be unity between the 
composite and the background. 

5  



 You have correctly used FOUR (4) of the 
Elements/Principles of Design within your 
Composite. 
 
(List them here) 

10  

Creativity: You combined at least 5 images to make up your 
Composite. 

5  

 You stepped outside your comfort zone to create a 
new Side-show You and it is unique and all yours. 

5  

Concept: Your composite reflects your written concept (short 
story) and relates to your identity. 

10  

TOTAL POINTS (Artistic) 40  

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concept and Reflection: Points 

Worth 
Points 
Received 

Short Story: Your short story directly discusses the development 
of your Composite in relation to your own identity. 

30  

Reflection: You answered the questions thoughtfully and clearly 
took time to reflect on your assignment. 

10  

TOTAL POINTS (Reflection) 40  
 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 TOTAL 

POINTS 
AVAILABLE 

TOTAL 
POINTS 
RECEIVED 

TOTAL POINTS 
(ENTIRE ASSIGNMENT) 

 
100 

 

 
 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CARNIVAL COMPOSITE:  REFLECTION 
 
Please answer the following questions in complete and thoughtful sentences.  

DUE:  Thursday, APRIL 1st (EOC) 
 

NAME: 
Class Period: 
Date: 

 
Choose FOUR (4) of the following Elements and Principles of Design  and 
describe how/where you used them within your Carnival Composite:  
 

Color, Shape, Line, Texture, Value, Balance, Rhythm, Unity 
 
1. _____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. _____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. _____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
4. _____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 



NAME: 
 

List the various parts you used from different images (for example, “I used the 
legs from the frog,” “I used the tattoos from these specific images.”) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What did you enjoy about this assignment?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which Photoshop Tools do you feel most comfortable with?  (List at least 3)  
Describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What did you find difficult or particularly challenging about this assignment?  
Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which Photoshop Tools do you feel least comfortable with?  (List at least 3)  
Describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
On a scale from one to ten (one being the lowest, ten being the highest) how 
would you rate your success of creating your Carnival Composite?  Why? 
 



Supplemental Notes for Teacher 
 

The “Side Show,” also known as the “Freak Show” became popular in the United 
States from 1840-1970, and were often, but not always, associated with circuses 
and carnivals.  Some shows exhibited deformed animals (such as two-headed 
cows, one-eyed pigs, and four-horned goats) and famous hoaxes, or simply 
“science gone wrong” exhibits (such as deformed babies). Changes in popular 
culture and entertainment led to the decline of the freak show as a form 
entertainment. As previously mysterious anomalies were scientifically explained 
as genetic mutations or diseases, freaks became the objects of sympathy rather 
than fear or disdain. 

 


