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Descriptive Title 
Repositioning Protest / Propaganda Imagery 

 

Definitions: 

Protest: An expression or declaration of objection, disapproval, or dissent, often in opposition to 

something a person is powerless to prevent or avoid 

(opposition / agency) 

 

Propaganda: Material disseminated by the advocates or opponents of a doctrine or cause: wartime 

propaganda  

(persuasion / influence) 

 

Specific Goal 
Students create 1 protest & 1 propaganda poster (2 total) that represent interests and utilize existing 

knowledge of the Latin School Digital Imaging curriculum.  

Knowledge of digital material, Photoshop software, protests, and other popular visual material culture 

become the specific guiding principles.  

Each poster may have overlap, for example, protest posters often carry traits of propaganda this is not so 

much a problem but something to consider. 

  

Related Learning Components 
-Modern / Contemporary art historic protest / art / propaganda images 

-Explore personal interests based on lived experiences 

-Photoshop Skills 

-Visual art, popular culture, activism, propaganda, self-interests 

-Generate personal posters 

-Critique 

  

Motivation / Anticipatory Set 
Discussion, lecture, demonstration, showing examples PowerPoint 

This introduction will allow students to ask questions explore images 

Skills carry over from prior learning to produce a personalized creative project 

Protests, Art, Propaganda, and social activism is part of our everyday lives 

Students will likely enjoy the opportunity to create images that represent them as individuals 

 

Equipment / Materials 
-LCD projector 

-Mac lab 

-Adobe CS 4 

-PowerPoint 

 

Closure & Evaluation 
Written artists’ statements for each poster concept 

Student self-evaluation rubric  

Display 

  



IL. State Goals for Visual Art 
Choose Specific Goal: 25A, 25B, 26A, 26B, or 27A, 27B 
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Repositioning Protest / Propaganda Imagery 

For this project you are asked to create 2, 9 X 12 posters during a 3 week period. These posters represent 

a protest image and a propaganda image. Each production should reflect issues, subjects, and/or topics 

that matter to you. What concerns you and what you care about matters for your success on this project.  

Examples can range from the things you dislike and things that you like. Topics might include anything 

from cleaning your room to making your curfew. Maybe you dislike the Latin School cell phone policy or 

the cafeteria food, whatever it might be; it is your job to convey your position through images of revolt, 

support, or influential propaganda. 

Definitions: 

Protest: An expression or declaration of objection, disapproval, or dissent, often in opposition to 

something a person is powerless to prevent or avoid (opposition / agency) 

 

Propaganda: Material disseminated by the advocates or opponents of a doctrine or cause  

(persuasion / influence) 

 

Ask yourself the following questions: What is my protest? What could be a propaganda for me? What is it 

that I care about? How will I communicate my interests visually? Some propaganda images can be 

considered protest and propaganda images, most importantly; they make us think about something. How 

will your images be a protest? How will you make a second poster be propaganda? Each poster may have 

overlap; for example, protest posters often carry traits of propaganda this is not so much a problem but 

something to consider. You will be asked to explain each. 

 

 

Requirements: 

Make 2 posters: 9 X 12 inches, printed tabloid format, 300 DPI, CMYK 

300 DPI 

CMYK 

Written artists’ statements (define meaning in 3-4 sentences) for each poster concept 

Both posters must use text and image elements (one word / one dominant image) 

 

Activity: 

Week 1: April 20 

-Introduction of concept (discussion / lecture) 



-Research, sketch ideas, complete poster one  

 

Week 2: April 26 

-Research, sketch ideas, complete poster two  

 

Week 3: May 3 
-Research, sketch ideas, finalize posters one and two 

-Critique posters and make final revisions due at the end of week three 
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Image Set List for Protest / Propaganda Presentation 

1. Guerrilla Girls Poster, 2007 (originally produced 1989) 

2. Jenny Holzer, Protect me from what I want, 1986 

3. Barbara Kruger, I shop therefore I am, 1987 

4. El Lissitzky, Beat the Whites with the Red Wedge, 1919 

5. WWII Hitler car pool ad, Bill Maher’s 2005 book 

6. Red Guard Revolt, 1967 and Cold War 1947-1991 

7. Shepard Fairey, Obama Yes we did, 2008 and Domnx, Hamster Initiative, 2009 

8. Domnx.com 

9. Shepard Fairey, Biggie, Joey Ramone, Obama, 2008 

10. BBBDO, Red M&M Vote, 2008 and Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional, EZLN 

(peaceful revolutionary group) 

11. Marianne Joergensen, Knitted Tank, 2006, Tiananmen Square protests of 1989, and 

Stand Here for Peace 

12. Forkscrew: Iraq iPods, 2004, (Abu Ghraib torture and prisoner abuse) “10,000 Iraqi’s 

killed. 773 US soldiers dead.” 

13. Emory Douglas, Minisiter of Culture,1968  

14. Juan Valdez Coffee Appropriation & Ester Hernandez 

 

 


