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SOUND Projects 
 
The SOUNDporfolio is a collection of projects and resources for your classroom. Built upon the teachings 
and perspectives of R. Murray Shafer, a Canadian composer & musician, this document compiles & 
organizes audio projects of sound and music that introduces students of all ages to alternative methods of 
producing and thinking about sound and music collection. Identify audio resources for your classroom. By 
examining sound as a critical aspect to a student's life (environment, neighborhood, home, school...) this 
project begins to provide experiences for your students by challenging their understanding of what it means 
to listen and how sound can be musical, historical, and collectible. It is an ideal project to begin getting 
your students involved in the construction of their own sound knowledge. If you are interested in using 
sensory project explorations for your students, sound identification begins as a critical entry level place to 
becoming aware of what is around your students and always available.  
 
Description 
The SOUNDportfolio is a collection of sound exercises and resources for your classroom. Each of you may 
initiate your own site-specific projects. You may find that specific exercises and resources better suite your 
classroom needs. It begins by collecting sound and music for your classroom as a library (a wish list of 
favorite music, performances, readings, effects, etc..) and fashion individual cassette tapes that will be 
housed within a specially fabricated binder/box. (Polyline plastic capsule box). The tapes may be identified 
as follows; You can create CDs, CD-ROMs, DAT (digital audiotape) & reel to reel if preferred. 
 
• Audio Novella Provide the opportunity for children to record their stories [Novella]. For some 

students the act of turning the pages as their voice from another moment in time narrates their words 
may be helpful to them. In the case of small children whose book becomes a collection of drawings, 
they might provide some simple analysis or description. This is enjoyable for the first grader whose 
text often depicts a list of their favorite things.   

 
• Soundmarks (a collection of sound investigations)  
In this series of exercises you may chose one or all of the following; 
a) sound treasure hunt  create a map for your students so they can follow a sound treasure hunt. You 

may have the students create their own treasure map as a corresponding art activity. This would be 
an ideal project to do within the confines of the school building. 

b) soundmark archive  creating a suite of sound collection with accompanying story of the site. The 
soundmark provides a historically archive for the members of a community. What if someone 
visited your community 50 years later, is there any place where someone might locate authentic 
sounds of that site? Think about how photographs preserve the physical landmarks of a 
community.  Who is documenting the Soundmarks? 

  
• Music Catalog (songs, musical resources & sing-along)   
This is a research project that begins with a dialogue of what music you feel would be important to have at 
your disposal. Songs for the seasons, teaching the orchestra, storytelling and readings from poets or 
historians, music of the Blues, Jazz, Classical, performers, biographies, musical teaching projects and so 
on. Many teachers collect CDs of music to play for their students or behind the [background]. What if the 
students could participate? Can you listen to sounds, sound effects, etc…?   
 
• Sound Effects Suite  
This is a collection of sound effects that provide an easily accessible bank of sounds for your classroom. 
Many pre-recorded collections (copyright free) are available in music stores and libraries.  
 
• Audio Portfolio 
This may be the appropriate system to organize, and catalog audio work by your students for reasons you 
may need to work out as it applies to your specific assessment criteria. From recording performances, 
readings or data collection, recording is a way to use audio documentation as potential assessment tool. It 
also provides a very personal and often poignant archive within your life. However, depending upon the 
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population of your students and the policy of the site/school this style of activity needs much thought and 
consideration.  
 
For Materials:  
Look at www.polylinecorp.com They sell the greatest collection of audio, video and data labeling, 
packaging, mailing, and archiving stuff in the world. Polyline is a distribution company for any audio, 
video and multimedia packaging you could imagine. They have just about any item imaginable to store, 
preserve, mail and display your multimedia projects. My students have loved creating the packaging for 
their sound or recording pieces. They are located in Elk Grove Village, a western suburb. I have a bunch of 
stuff from them ask to see it.  
 
For Inspiration: 
R. Murray Shafer is a well respected musician and sound investigator that has been ask by centers of 
education, schools of music and arts institutions around the world to provide and perform his style of music 
and sound experiences that engage children and adults of all ages and with various abilities to understand 
and articulate the sensory landscape.  Find any book by him, he has children in mind-always.  3 books 
by R. Murray Shafer are "The Rhinoceros in the Classroom", "Ear cleaning", and "The Music Box" (many 
of his writings appeared to be out of print. I am searching, please let me know if you find anything)  
 
Making Recordings 
One way I have begun to get children to understand what a piece of artwork is all about was to follow their 
impressions of the work over a period of time. The best technique for me has been to record those 
impressions in some fashion, whether through audio or video. Audio is less intrusive. The simple act of 
having them listen or watch themselves in front of their peers moves them along far quicker than most 
methods I have tried. However, it is important to exercise some preparation in showing students how to 
speak both descriptively and considerately about a work, poem, writing, etc… Some students are self-
conscious in front of a video camera. I have seen that concerns and sense of self fade over time.  
 


