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Description 
• Changing attitudes about the value and appearance of art  
• Building confidence and self-esteem through the creation of art 
• Allowing students to view themselves as artists  
 
Kennedy H.S. has a large population of special needs students who are mainstreamed into the general student 
population, but are still viewed as outsiders in the social aspect. I have come to realize that in many of my art  
classes the majority of “regular” education students feel like outsiders because they perceive themselves as lacking in 
artistic ability. Typically the special needs group (the outsiders) are quite proud of their work and value it, while  
the “regular” group (the insiders) are unenthusiastic about their work and seem to regard it as if it has no value 
(evidenced by their throwing it away or not wanting it displayed). The commonality both groups share, regardless of  
intellectual ability, is they are all outsiders in one way or another. This lesson is built to allow students to see the value 
in the work of others and in their own creative expression. Students will do this through the creation of  
portraits and landscapes using both traditional and non-traditional materials. The subject of the artwork will focus on 
significant people or places from students’ lives. 
 
Objectives and Outcomes 
• Students will journal their feelings about art and their own production of art. [S.G: 27.B.5] 
• Students will analyze and critique the work of Outsider and Folk artists, using a critique guide, through field 
experiences, visual resources and research. [S.G: 25.A.4, 25.B.4, 27.A.4a, 27.B.4b] 
• Students will select an artist whose style they appreciate and list several qualities of the artwork they would like to 
replicate in their own. [S.G: 25.A.4, 25.A.5, 27.B.4a] 
• Students will design an artwork which melds an aspect or two from their selected artist with their own original 
creation. [S.G: 26.B.4d, 26.B.5] 
• Students will assess their artwork using a rubric. [S.G: 25.A.4, 25.A.5, 26.A.4e, 26.A.5] 
• Students will write a two page reflection paper on how their attitudes have changed or remained the same about their 
own personal artwork and the art of others. [S.G: 25.A.4, 25.A.5, 26.A.4e, 26.A.5, 27.B.5]  
 
State Goals and Benchmarks 
• State Goal 25: Know the language of the arts 
•25.A.4: Analyze and evaluate the effective use of elements, principles and expressive qualities in a composition / 
performance in the visual arts. 
•25.B.4: Analyze and evaluate similar and distinctive characteristics of works in two or more of the arts that share the 
same historical period or societal context. 
•25.A.5: Analyze and evaluate student and professional works for how aesthetic qualities are used to convey intent, 
expressive ideas and/or meaning. 
•State Goal 26:Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced 
•26.B.4d: Demonstrate knowledge and skills that communicate clear and focused ideas based on planning, research and 
problem solving. 
•26.B.5: Create and perform a complex work of art using a variety of techniques, technologies and resources and 
independent decision making. 
• State Goal 27: Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present. 
• 27.A.4a: Evaluate how consumer trends in the arts affect the types and styles of art products. 
• 27.B.4a: Analyze and classify the distinguishing characteristics of historical and contemporary art works by style, 
period and culture. 
• 27.B.4b: Understand how the arts change in response to changes in society. 
• 27.B.5: Analyze how the arts shape and reflect ideas, issues or themes in a particular culture or historical period.  
 
Motivation and Anticipatory Set 
Introductory Activity: 
• Before the series of field trips begins, students will complete a journal entry discussing their attitudes about art and 
their feelings about their own artwork.  



They will use prompts such as, “How do you feel about hanging your artwork in a group setting?” “Have you ever been 
proud of your artwork” “Have your feelings about your artwork changed as you’ve grown older?” 
• The journal entry will be followed by a group discussion of students’ responses to the questions. 
• Outsider and folk art will be introduced to students via a Power Point presentation and books.  
 
Supplemental Materials 
• Journal prompts 
• Critique handout 
• Favorite artist/style 
 
Activities 
• Complete Journal entry 
• In class discussion about attitudes about art and preparation for trips 
• Field trips to MCA, Intuit & Roger Brown Study Collection 
• View Power Point presentation 
• Complete critique handouts in class or on the field trips using either the museum collections or in-class resources. 
• Favorite artist/style handout; students will compose lists of ideas, symbols, materials and textures that represent their 
personalities 
• Students will create inventories of what comprises landscapes and portraits 
• Students will choose the appropriate manner in which to approach their artwork (i.e. sketching, writing, building, 
constructing) 
• Production of artworks 
• Whole class critique 
• Students will assess their artwork using a rubric. 
• Students will write a two page reflection paper on how their attitudes have changed or remained the same about their 
own personal artwork and the art of others.  
 
Materials 
• Paper, sculptural objects, found objects, colored pencils, markers, glitter, beads, Celluclay, paint, brushes, scissors, 
pencils, oil pastels 
• Critique handout, favorite artist/style handout, reflection paper criteria/guide handout, rubric projector, laptop & 
Power Point presentation of artwork 
• Books: Raw Vision Outsider Art Sourcebook, House of Blues: Blues School House Classroom Guide 
• Periodicals: The Outsider [a publication of Intuit] 


