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Description  
Students will create a family history book. Using an old hardcover book (from a thrift store, basement, library discard 
box, etc.) they are to alter its pages, incorporating found images, old photos, their own photography, documents, etc.,  
to create a book that tells the history of their family and heritage. Students are required to interview various members of 
their family, research their heritage, and present their findings to the class. Students must incorporate some text to 
support their images, either through their own writing, or by choosing specific words and phrases from the books that 
they are using. Students will also be introduced to some techniques used to transfer photocopied images and documents 
onto the pages of their book using xylene and matte medium.  
 
Vocabulary covered in this project includes: heritage, history, composition, texture, mixed media, transfer, collage, 
xylene, matte medium, impression.At the end of this project, students will complete a self-evaluation form as  
well as participate in a class critique. 
 
Assessments/Evidence of Student Mastery/Products 
Students are able to use vocabulary learned in discussing and describing their work in a self-evaluation sheet, as well as 
in a class critique. Students will successfully complete their books, telling the history of their family and  
heritage.  
 
State Goals/Benchmarks 
Standard(s) 25A, 26B 
Benchmark(s) 4, 4d 
Performance Descriptor (s) Analyze and evaluate the effective use of elements, principles and expressive qualities in a 
composition. Demonstrate knowledge and skills that communicate clear and focused ideas based on planning, research 
and problem solving.  
 
Student Learning Activities 
Students will first interview family members and research their heritage and prepare a presentation for the class. They 
will collect photos, documents, objects, etc., and incorporate them into their books and use text to support their images. 
Students will learn collage techniques and methods used to transfer photocopied images into their books. Students will 
also participate in a field trip to Intuit: The Center for Intuitive and Outsider Art, where they will be introduced to 
works by various outsider artists. They will use these artists as inspiration for their own work. At the end of the project, 
students will participate in a class critique and some will be selected to participate in an exhibition at Gallery 37, 
partnered with Intuit Center. 
 
Resources (Materials/Texts/Visuals/Technology)  
Books, found objects and images, photocopy machine, xylene, matte medium, paint, glue, magazines, drawing 
materials.  
 
Homework 
Students will research their heritage by interviewing family members and will present their findings to the class. They 
will also collect objects and images for their book.  


