
 Title:  Seedfolks (Fleischman, Paul)  Level W 
 

Quick summary: A little girl in an apartment building decides to plant some lima beans in a vacant lot to show 

her father (who is dead) that she can work hard and have patience.  It has a ripple effect on the entire 

building has the think about the trials in their lives and how the example of a little girl can make a difference 

in their situation by creating a beautiful garden and working together.  Friendships are made and a little beauty 

enters their lives. 

Possible Reading Assignments: (8 days) 1: Ch. 1-3    2: Ch. 4-6   3: Chapter 7-10   4: Ch.11 -13     

 

 Summary Difficult Vocabulary Purpose for 

reading/Comp. Strategy 

Ch. 1 Kim 

Pgs. 1-3 

We are introduced to Kim, a girl who lives in an 

apartment building in Cleveland.  She is looking at 

her fathers photograph and wondering if he can 

see her or remember her.  He died eight months 

before she was born.  Her father was a farmer in 

Vietnam, she decides to plant some lime beans in 

a vacant lot to show her father her patience and 

hard work. 

Incense pg. 1 

Altar  pg. 2 

Teetered pg. 2 

Vacant pg. 3 

Thrive  pg. 3 

Character Analysis: 

What do we know about 

Kim?  What is her 

nationality?  Why does 

she want to plant the 

seeds?  

Ch. 2 Ana 

Pgs. 4 - 8 

We are introduced to Ana and her thoughts 

about living in the apartment building.  She tells 

us how she was one of the original tenants.  She 

moved back to take care of her parents.  She 

never had any children.  She is content and tells 

of the many changes and different races of 

people who have come and gone.  She sees Kim 

planting her lima beans and watering them over 

the next few days and thinks that Kim is hiding 

drugs.  She goes outside to dig up the drugs and 

finds some sprouted beans; she feels terrible and 

plants them back in the ground.  She buys some 

binoculars so she can watch. 

Rumanians pg. 4 

Slovaks  pg. 5 

Cambodia  pg. 5 

Binoculars  pg. 8 

Imagery and word 

choice: 

On Page 7 there is 

reference to digging up 

the beans to discovering 

and ripping out pages in a 

secret diary. 

 

Character Analysis: 

What do we know about 

Ana?  What words in the 

book describe her 

opinions and feelings? 

Ch. 3 

Wendell 

Pgs.  9 - 12 

We are introduced to Wendell.  He tells us how 

his phone doesn’t ring much anymore and tells 

about two memorable times when it did.  One is 

when his son was shot and killed and another time 

when his wife was in a car accident.  Now, every 

time the phone rings it makes him nervous.  It 

rings and it is Ana asking that he come right 

away.  She tells him about the little girl and her 

beans, how she hasn’t come for days to water her 

beans and how they will die if he doesn’t go and 

water them.  Ana can’t go because she has a sore 

ankle.  He is used to being told what to do, he is a 

janitor.  He goes to water them and Kim shows 

up.  He doesn’t want to frighten her so he 

continues to water and then leaves.  He realizes 

there are a lot of things he cannot change but he 

can change this vacant lot and make a better 

garden.  

 

 

 

Pitcher pg. 10 

Grammar-School  

pg. 12 

 

Essence of Text:  

Who showed Wendell how 

he can make a change and 

a difference?  Why and 

how do children make an 

effect on adults?  What 

can Wendell do to help 

change the vacant lot?  



Ch.4 

Gonzalo 

Pgs. 13 - 17 

Gonzalo is a teenager who is one of the only ones 

in his family that speaks English.  They are from 

Guatemala.  His father and Uncle Tio’ Juan barely 

understand.  Gonzalo learned English from 

watching TV.  Gonzalo has the responsibility of 

watching his uncle so he won’t get lost or wander 

off.  One day his uncle wanders off and Gonzalo 

finds him in the Garden watching the school 

janitor planting.  Uncle Tio’ Juan goes home and 

talks to Gonzalo’s mother in his native language.  

The next day she brings him some seeds and a 

trowel and Gonzalo takes his uncle to the garden, 

helps clear trash and his uncle works the soil.  

Gonzalo is embarrassed and hopes no one he 

knows sees him. 

Guatemala  pg. 13 

Bodega  pg. 14 

Trowel  pg. 16 

Imagery/Word Choice: 

There are a lot of 

comparisons made in this 

chapter using similes to 

create imagery.  Find 

different comparisons 

made in this chapter. 

 

Inference: 

What does the author 

mean when Gonzalo says,” 

I get older, my uncle and 

father get younger”? 

Ch. 5 

Leona 

Pgs. 18 - 22 

Leona is a black girl who had a grandmother that 

did not believe in doctors.  Her grandmother 

drank tea everyday with nutmeg.  Her doctors 

told her she would die but she outlived them all.  

When they would die Leona would take her 

grandma to the funerals and they would lay 

Golden Rod on their graves.  Granny lived to be 

99 years old.  Leona notices the garden and 

decides to plant some golden rod in it.  Leona 

wants to do something about all the trash in the 

new garden so she begins to make phone calls to 

get it cleared away.  She keeps getting connected 

to different places and finally decides to go in 

person to do get something done.  She brings 

part of the trash with her and opens it up in the 

lobby.  The Health department finally notices and 

brings her in the office. 

Nutmeg  pg. 18 

Genesis  pg. 19 

Golden Rod  pg. 19 

Vacant pg. 19 

Inference: 

There are several 

inferences made in this 

chapter.  What does the 

author mean when Leona 

says she drank a big glass 

of water, I knew I would 

be saying the same thing” 

(pg. 20) AND I was 

definitely real to them 

now” (pg. 22 last 

paragraph?) 

Ch. 6 

Sam 

Pgs. 23 – 28  

Sam is a retired older gentleman who used to get 

involved in the community to make a difference.  

He notices men in jumpsuits cleaning the trash in 

the empty lot (the garden).  He mentions that it 

is paradise and a woman is shocked by his 

statement.  He used to hold conferences on 

Pacifism and still doesn’t want to give up the 

fight.  Paradise to him is a garden of Eden.  But 

this garden doesn’t have a river like Eden, not 

even a spigot.  He notices how the water has to 

be hand carried and it is very hard for the 

people.  He also notices that the people who were 

used to throwing trash there before are still 

trying to do it and those who are trying to make 

it a garden are not very happy about it.  Even 

though they are creating something nice it is still 

causing conflict (or dividing the people) because 

some still want to throw trash there. 

 

 

 

Men in Jumpsuits  

Pg.  23 (referring to 

prisoners) 

Paradise  pg. 23 

Pacifism  pg. 24 

Spigot  pg. 25 

Coolies  pg. 26 

Tower of Babel 

Pg. 28 

Essence of Text: 

 

What do you think the 

author is trying to tell us 

when he says, God who 

made Eden, also wrecked 

the Tower of Babel?   

What do you think Sam is 

thinking and feeling?  

 

 

Questioning: 

 

What does it mean to be 

an activist?  What does it 

mean to be a pacifist? 

 

 

 



Ch. 7 

Virgil 

Pgs. 29 – 35 

Virgil has a father who is a taxi driver and always 

wants to make money.  His father sees the 

garden and gets information from his riders on 

what to plant to make money.  He decides to 

plant baby lettuce.  While Virgil is helping till a 

garden spot he finds a locket.  He is also 

embarrassed by the amount of garden space is 

father is taking up.  The lettuce doesn’t do well 

and wilts easily in the heat.  His father has to 

drive water to the garden spot in his taxi.  Virgil 

prays to the girl in the locket (like a Greek god) 

to save their lettuce. 

Slouching  pg. 32 

Plantation  pg. 32 

 

Synthesis: 

 

What do we already know 

about the garden so far?  

Who are the men clearing 

the garden?  What new 

things information is 

given to add to our 

story? 

Schema: 

What do you know about 

Greek Gods? 

Ch. 8 

Sae Young 

Pgs. 36 - 39 

Sae Young is a young widow without children.  Her 

husband died of a heart attack when he was 37.  

She ran a dry cleaning shop and was robbed one 

day and has been afraid to go out anywhere.  She 

hired someone to run the shop.  One day she sees 

a little Vietnamese girl picking lima beans 

(inference to Kim). The garden makes her feel 

warm like a fire and she desires to be around 

people again.  Not to talk but just to be around 

them.  She tells about Sam paying someone 20 

dollars to come up with a good idea to get water 

to the garden.  A little black girl says to save 

water from the drains after the rain.  The girl 

gets 20 dollars, it rains and the cans are filled.  

Sae Young buys funnels at the store to help 

scoop water.  She feels apart of the garden. 

Alterations  pg. 36 

Spout  pg. 39 

Funnel  pg. 39 

Voice: 

What does the dialogue 

in this chapter tell us 

about Sae Young?  How 

do you feel about the way 

the author writes this 

chapter?  Does it help 

you understand the 

character better? 

Ch. 9 

Curtis 

Pgs. 40 - 45 

Curtis has big muscles from going to a gym.  He is 

trying to impress his old girl friend, Leteesha and 

get her back by planting tomatoes in the garden 

by her apartment.  He remembers how she loved 

tomatoes.  He is ready to settle down now and 

wants a wife.  He notices someone is steeling his 

tomatoes right before they get ripe.  He finds a 

15 year old boy sleeping in the garden and buys 

him breakfast and a pitchfork and asks him to 

watch his tomatoes.  As he is watering his 

tomatoes one day he sees Leteesha looking 

through her lace curtains at him. 

Deltoids  pg. 40 

Quads  pg. 40 

Ceps  pg. 40 

(short for biceps) 

homies  pg. 43 

(slang) 

Inference/Questioning: 

 

What do you think it 

means when Curtis can’t 

shake off the girls?  Why 

do you think he kept 

looking at other girls?  

Why do you think he 

wants Leteesha’s 

attention now? 

Ch.10 

Nora 

Pgs. 46 – 51 

Nora, a British nurse, is pushing her client Mr. 

Myles (who had a stroke) up Gibb Street.  Nora 

feels the view is not uplifting but suddenly Mr. 

Myles raises his arm, he wants to stop and look at 

the gardens.  They keep coming by to watch but 

Nora is determined that Mr. Myles should do 

more than watch, so she brings seeds and garden 

tools and takes Mr. Myles to the garden were 

they plant flowers.  Mr. Myles smells the dirt on 

his fingers with satisfaction.  The garden 

becomes a second home full of suspense.  When 

Nora doesn’t come with Mr. Myles the other 

gardeners stop to ask about his health. 

Midsummer  pg. 46 

Miniature pg. 48 

Haphazard  pg. 48 

Tremolo  pg. 49 

Refuge  pg. 50 

Opinion/Essence: 

What do you think the 

author’s opinion might be 

about a community and 

what a community should 

be like?  What is your 

opinion about they people 

in the book?  How do you 

feel about what is 

happening and how they 

are coming together? 



Ch. 11 

Maricela 

Pgs. 52 -57 

Maricela feels discriminated against because she 

is a pregnant, 16 year old, and Mexican.  She is 

unhappy and wouldn’t care if she was dead.  She 

attends a school for young teenage mothers.  She 

doesn’t want the baby.  Her parents were mad at 

first and now they want the baby.  Penny the 

teacher at the school has them participate in the 

community garden to help them learn the 

importance of taking care of living things.  

Maricela runs into her third grade teacher (Miss 

Fleck) at the garden and her teacher recognizes 

her.  Miss Fleck gets mad when someone throws 

out a can from an apartment window.  She takes 

the can back up to them and gives them a lecture.  

Maricela believes Miss Fleck treats the whole 

world like it is a classroom.  Maricela begins to 

notice all the people who are coming and going 

from the garden, what they are planting and were 

they are from.  One day the power in the City 

goes off, Maricela notices how even there is now 

power the “gardens” keep going.  She realizes she 

is like the plants; growing and changing and for 

just one minute she stops wishing her baby would 

die. 

Chard  pg.53 

Decorum  pg. 54 

Daze  pg. 56 

Character 

Analysis/Opinion: 

 

What do we know about 

Maricela?  What kind of 

personality do you think 

she has?  What do you 

think she is going 

through?  Why do you 

think she is feeling this 

way?  Do you think she is 

old enough to really 

understand what is going 

on and the responsibility? 

Ch. 12 

Amir 

Pgs. 58-64 

Amir is from India, he owns a fabric store.  He 

sees all the beautiful colors of the garden among 

the dark brick of the apartment building.  He 

loves colors in fabric but he thinks that he colors 

in the garden are not for your eyes to see but “to 

make your eyes see your neighbors”.  He plants 

pale purple eggplants which give neighbors an 

excuse to come talk to him to ask him about 

these unusual plants.  Amir notices how the 

garden is bring the people together for more 

than just the garden.  They begin to protect each 

other and care for each other.  They even chase 

down someone who stole a purse.  Amir realizes 

he has never met different people from 

different countries until he came to the garden.  

Amir tells of a black boy with a stutter (Royce) 

who came, at first everyone was scarred but then 

as they get to know them they begin to help him 

and mother him.  Royce and the Mexican man 

build a barbeque with bricks and they had a party 

with all the gardeners.  Amir talks to a lady who 

is admiring his eggplants, he remembers her from 

the store he worked at.  She had accused him of 

giving her the wrong change, was very rude.  Amir 

reminds her of this, her eyes get big and she 

apologizes. 

 

 

 

Crevices  pg. 58 

Persian Rug pg. 59 

Eerie pg. 59 

Stutter  pg. 61 

Foreigner  pg. 64 

Inference: 

 

What does Amir mean 

when he says, “But the 

garden’s greatest benefit 

was not relief to the 

eyes, but to make the 

eyes see our neighbors”? 

 

Monitor for Meaning: 

 

In what ways is the 

garden helping the people 

who work in it?  What is 

Amir’s perception of 

what is happening with 

people and the garden? 



Ch. 13 

Florence 

Pgs. 65 – 69 

Florence talks about how her great grandparents 

walked from Louisiana to Colorado in 1859.  They 

were breed slaves.  Florence’s dad calls them 

their “seedfolk” because they were the first of 

their family there.  She thinks of “seedfolk” 

when she sees the people come to the Garden on 

Gibb Street.  They were the first there, before 

the garden really got going, before the spigots, 

before the landlord started charging more for a 

garden view.  Florence had to settle for being a 

watcher of the garden because she had arthritis.  

She remembers her grandmother’s sampler from 

when she was a girl, “be not solitary, be not idle”.  

Even though she couldn’t plant she still tried to 

walk everyday, which is how she found the 

garden.  She watched the people work and even 

those who tried to steel some from the garden.  

She was protective of the garden and very proud 

of it.  When winter comes she still walks to the 

garden and once in a while will run across one of 

the gardeners just staring at the garden.  She 

waited for the snow to melt and still now one 

came.  Then one day she went by just as the last 

of the snow melted and Florence sees a little 

Oriental Girl digging, she had a trowel and a 

plastic bag of lima beans.  Florence felt as happy 

inside as if she’d just seen the first swallow of 

spring. 

 

Spigot  pg. 66 

Arthritis  pg. 66 

Sampler  pg. 66 

Trowel  pg. 69 

Essence of Text: 

 

What is the author trying 

to tell us through 

Florence’s eyes?   

 

What difference do you 

think the little Oriental 

Girl made in her 

community? 

 

Opinion: 

 

How do you feel about 

what happened in the 

community?  How 

important do you think 

planting one seed in this 

story was? 

 

Do you think you can 

make a difference?  How 

big of an act do you need 

to do to make a 

difference? 

Other Activities/Ideas: 

 

 

(1) Have students do a written response to the following Prompt: 

 “Think of something small you can do that could make a difference in your neighborhood community or 

your classroom community.  How might what you do effect others (a Domino Effect)?” 

 

 

(2) Have different students in the group do a thorough character analysis on each chapter/character. 

 

 


