
The NovelSeries Study Plan
Unit Plan

O Nicole O'Connell. Writers' Theatre

6th Grade

Book: The Giver by Lois Lowery

The Unit: The Novel Series Study Plan is a ten-session residency program where students work with their classroom
teacher and a Writers' Theatre teaching artist to study a book using vocabulary, writing, discussion, and perfor-
mance activities. Students are broken into four small groups that rotate through the activities so they complete an
assignment for each area. The residency culminates in a rehearsal and a final presentation/performance. Each unit
explores an "essential question" - a big-picture question that relates to the book but also relates beyond the book.
This essential question helps students make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections. The activities
outl ined in the unit al l  relate to that essential question.

Essential Question: How can one person have an impact on his/her communit)f

Common Core Standards Addressed:
Reading Literature: Grade 6 #2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

How we address this standard: Throughout the unit, students use the essential question as a foundation
for writ ing, vocabulary, discussion, and performance activit ies. They are asked to relate sections from the
book to the essential question as well.

Vocabulary:

GOLDEN LINES:
Golden lines are powerful quotes from the book that relate to the essential question.
Assignment: Choose TEN Golden Lines and write about why each quote had meaning to you, why each
quote was important to the story, and how each quote relates to the essential question or a theme from
the book. Discuss your choices with a partner. Be sure to include the page number for the l ines you chose.

Common Core Standards Addressed:
Reading Literature: Grade 6 #5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the
overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

How we address thrs standard: This activity asks students to identify lines from the book that relate to the
essential question and to explain, using evidence from the book, why the l ines are important to themes
and ideas in the book.



WARM UP - FREE WRITE:
The free write should be 5-7 minutes long - students should write for the entire time.
Write about what a "perfect community" would look like from your perspective. What would it include?
Make a list of all of the things you think would create a utopian society.

NARRATIVE WRITI NG PROMPT:
When Jonas becomes the receiver of memories he learns about the things that their community is giving
up in order to create what they consider a "utopia." What would you be willing to give up in order to create
a perfect community? Do you think a perfect community is possible?

Common Core Standards Addressed:
Writing: Grade 6 #3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Writing: Grade 6 #4. Produce clear and coherent writ ing in which the development, organization, and sty
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Language: Grade 6 #l-. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and us-
age when writ ing or speaking.

Language: Grade 6 #2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spell ing when writ ing.

How we address these standards: This writing prompt asks students to write a narrative that relates the
ideas in the book to their own lives using details and descriptions. Their writ ing must be organized and
use proper writ ing technique.

Writing: Grade 6 #10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revi-
sion) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two)for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

How we address this standard: Students complete a quick free-write that lasts no longer than 5-7 minu
and has less structure in addition to a longer narrative piece that they return to and revise using proper
writing technique. Students also use their writing to create scenes for performance allowing them to ex-
plore informal writing, narrative writing, and writing for performance.



DrscussroN QUESTToNS:
How do communities and their experiences shape our l ives?
What can we do to have an impact on our community?
What do you think about Jonas' decision to leave his community?
What could Jonas have done to change his community if he stayed there?
Why are feelings like love and pain important even if they sometimes aren't pleasant?
What happens when you take someone's choices awafi
Are there sacrifices you would make to have a perfect communitf
What do you think happened to the community after Jonas left? Do you think they changed? What do you
think they learned?
How can you have an impact on your community?
Can you justify any of the choices made by the community in The Giver?

Students discuss the above questions and complete the following responses after their discussion:
I shared my opinion about...
My opinion changed when.. .
I agreed with someone in my group about...
I disagreed with someone in my group about...
During this discussion I learned...

Common Core Standards Addressed:
Speaking and Listening: Grade 6 #1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others' ideas and expressingtheir own clearly.

Speaking and Listening: Grade 6 #4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using
pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye con-
tact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Language: Grade 6 #1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and us-
age when writ ing or speaking.

How we address these standards:
Students have whole class and small-group discussions about the book, how the book relates to the es-
sential question, and other themes. They must work together and listen to their group members through-
out the discussion. They must support their thoughts and opinions with examples from the book.



Discuss the essential question:
How can one person have an impact on his/her community?

Intro to theatre:
What do you think you need to use to be a successful performer?
. Voice, body, imagination

Statues/Tableaus:
. Ask students to make a circle and turn away from each other and close their eyes. Then, ask them to

use their body to create a statue representing a word or theme from the book. (Turning away and clos-
ing eyes takes the pressure off in the beginning.) Start with simpler concepts and move toward more
challenging concepts.

. The Giver words: family, love, memory, pain, anticipation, concern, community, perfection

. After they do a few, ask them to turn around and share their statue with the group.

. Then, they can start working on group tableaus instead of individual statues.

. Ask students to make a group tableau (physical picture with their bodies, like a snapshot or a postcard)
il lustrating an important moment from the book.

. Then, ask students to make tableaus with the essential question as their inspiration.

. Keep working to adjust images so that they are clear, dynamic, use levels, and facial expressions.

For the final presentation:
Students work in groups to combine lines from their writing responses with scenes from the book and
present those scenes for an audience.
Students also create gestures and tableaus to represent their scenes.

Common Core Standards Addressed:
Reading Literature: Grade 6 #7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem
to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they "see"
and "hear" when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

Speaking and Listening: Grade 6 #6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating co
mand of formal English when indicated orappropriate.

Language: Grade 6 #1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and us-
age when writ ing or speaking.

How we address these standards: Students work with the teaching artist to discuss the difference be-
tween reading a piece silently and performing for an audience. They must use performance skil ls to pres-
ent their writ ing for an audience.


